Stacey Robinson

RE 4030 – 436

Writing Mini Lesson:  Choosing Good Writing Topics

DAY 1:

Connect:

“As I think back to our getting-to –know-you-activity from this morning, I am reminded of how interesting all of you are. Each of you is unique and different and each of you has excellent qualities. When I think about your writing from this morning and what you wrote about yourselves, your likes, I am reminded of our similarities and differences. Today, we are going to create a list of topics that each of us can write about. A good place to start is with our “likes.”
List of my “Likes:”
Family

Sports

Shopping
Church
Going to the beach

Hanging out by the pool

Food

Teach:

“What makes a good writing topic?” After hearing for a few minutes the student responses, I say, “Well, writers write about topics that they care about and know something about. That may include things we wonder about or are curious of. But mostly, we write about things that are important or interesting to us as individuals.”

I begin to think aloud as I write my topics (5) on the board: “OK, I am listing topics that I may want to write about. I love my family and we are very close! Also, I love playing and watching sports. Shopping is something that I like to do, especially when I am not in the greatest mood. It seems to always cheer me up! I enjoy going to church, where I am in the nursery a lot of the time. The beach is my favorite quick vacation spot. I think I could live there! When I have some spare time, I usually go to my friend’s pool when the weather is warm. I take pleasure in sitting out there and talking with her and her family. I have already written down six topics that I know about and care about:
Family

Sports

Shopping
Church

Beach

Pool time

Activity Involve:

“I’ll bet all of you are like me and you can think of at least five topics or more that you might want to write about. Look back at your writing from morning where you wrote down your “likes.” This may help you as it did me.” 
One student will volunteer to “think aloud” or share their chosen topics. This hopefully will trigger other students’ brains to think of other topics for them.  
Now students are ready to “Have-a-go” on their own…

Students now begin to write in thie notebooks in their chosen “writing spots.”  

“If you finish wiring down your topics and you would like to write about one of your topics, please feel free to do so.”

After students have had ample time to write in their journals, we come back together as a class, in front of the “Author’s Chair.”  I ask for volunteers for sharing.  

I praise each student’s topic lists. I also point out what I notice about students’ lists.

Link:
“So today we generated a list of topics that we might want to write about. You and I have learned that writers often write about things they care about and know about and find interesting.
“When all of you come in tomorrow, I’ll bet you will have plenty to write about. Be thinking about what you may want to write about, and if you feel like it, go ahead and give it a try tonight. Each day in Writing Workshop you will be writing. Your topic list is a tool you may use to help you decide what you want to write about.”

DAY 2:



[image: image1]

Maddox is my ten-month old nephew.  He, within the past several weeks started to eat baby food.  The first time I got the chance to feed Maddox as very soon after he began eating from a spoon.  He became ecstatic as he saw the baby spoon in my hand.  His legs starting kicking swiftly and he started waving his arms everywhere.  The giggles that came from his mouth are unforgettable!  As I dropped the spoon down in the baby jar full of sweet potatoes, he spit them right in my face.  It ended up all over my shirt and I had orange stains everywhere!  But I chuckled anyway because he was so adorable!
FAMILY:


Maddox


(nephew)





First time I saw him crawling





First time he laughed/smiled.





Rocking him to sleep





First time


I fed him.








